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all matter, and hence too all human beings, are nothing more than modes of your associated sensations, and that is tantamount to the assertion that they have not an existence of the same kind of reality as you yourself with your sensations. The criticism, like all other criticisms on idealism, arises from a misapprehension of the doctrine attacked; a misapprehension which in this particular criticism is repeated several times over. In the first place, the idea of I, or ego, is foreign to idealism as I have defined it; it is as much a product of inference as the idea of you or any other personality. It cannot be repeated too often that we started this argument by taking isolated sensations as our sole data, and association between them as the sole change which could occur among them. Here and there these sensations clot and solidify into material objects. Among these clots there are many which represent, or which are called, men and women; there is one, with specially ramified associations, called /. The grounds for believing in the real existence of other personalities are, therefore, co-ordinate with the grounds for believing in the real existence of our own personality. Indeed, in the course of development, belief or knowledge of other personalities comes first. The infant knows its mother as a person before it knows itself as a person ; and for some time afterwards it takes an objective view of itself, calling itself, not /, but by its name ; even offering a biscuit to its foot, and so on.
Still the critic demurs. You have got over the difficulty, he says, of attributing to the reality of my existence a validity less than that of your own; you have explained that you do not regard me as your sensation, but you still regard me as sensation. When you die, that sensation will cease. Will it follow, then, that I also shall cease to exist ?
The fallacy embodied in this particular question turns upon the meaning of the word exist. Let us transcribe its meaning in our idealistic language. Here is a certain material object; here, that is to say, is a certain sensational